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The Boston Foundation 
The Boston Foundation, one of the nation’s oldest and largest community foundations, has an endowment of almost
$675 million, made grants of $51 million to nonprofit organizations, and received gifts of $41 million last year. The
Boston Foundation is made up of 750 separate charitable funds, which have been established by donors either for
the general benefit of the community or for special purposes. The Boston Foundation also serves as a civic leader,
convener, and sponsor of special initiatives designed to build community. For more information about the Boston
Foundation and its grantmaking, visit www.tbf.org, or call 617-338-1700.

Commonwealth Housing Task Force
The Commonwealth Housing Task Force is an unprecedented coalition of leaders convened by the Boston Foundation
that has been meeting regularly since 2002 to address the state’s housing crisis. Members include business and civic
leaders, affordable housing advocates, the environmental community, organized labor, real estate developers, elected
and appointed officials at both the state and local levels, and representatives of higher education. The Task Force is led
by four co-chairs: Jerry Rappaport, Jr., President of the New Boston Fund; Bob Smyth, President of Citizens Bank of
Massachusetts; Larry DiCara, Partner at the law firm of Nixon, Peabody; and Eleanor White, President of Housing
Partners, Inc. 

Center for Urban and Regional Policy 
The Center for Urban and Regional Policy (CURP) was launched in 1999 at Northeastern University as a “think and
do tank”—a center where faculty, staff, and students from the university pool their expertise, resources, and commit-
ment to address a wide range of issues facing cities, towns, and suburbs with particular emphasis on the Greater Boston
region. It has produced an array of reports on housing, small business development, and workforce training; created
new computer-based information tools for researchers, students, and government agencies; and sponsored major
“action” projects, including the World Class Housing Collaborative, which is devoted to assisting community groups
develop housing in their neighborhoods. CURP has also focused its attention on inner city development in older indus-
trial cities in Massachusetts. A new collaborative is also underway aimed at helping small minority enterprises improve
and expand their operations. In 2000, CURP produced the New Paradigm for Housing in Greater Boston report, a
comprehensive document detailing the nature of the housing crisis in the region. CURP’s Web site, www.curp.neu.edu,
is a leading source of information for community leaders, public officials, urban researchers, and students.

UNDERSTANDING BOSTON is a series of forums, educational events, and research sponsored by the Boston Foundation to
provide information and insight into issues affecting Boston, its neighborhoods, and the region. By working in
collaboration with a wide range of partners, the Boston Foundation provides opportunities for people to come
together to explore challenges facing our constantly changing community and to develop an informed civic agenda.




