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Qur Mission

The Mission of the St. Croix
Valley Community Foundation
is to enhance the quality of

life in the St. Croix Valley by:

Encouraging charitable giving
in the valley. Building perma-
nent funds that will provide
resources for the needs of
today and tomorrow.

Connecting people and
programs. Bringing together
people’s charitable interests
and the funding needs of
programs and organizations.

Facilitating progressive
approaches. Forming partner-
ships and providing servant
leadership through programs
that enhance the quality of
life in our region’s distinct
communities.

Cover: Many thanks to oil painter Kami Polzin,
Stillwater, MN for permission to use her painting,
“It's Where | Paint” on the annual report cover.

Her work is available at the Art Guild Gallery and

310 Gallery in Stillwater, the Up North Fine Art
Gallery in Lindstrom, MN and on her website at:
www.kamipolzin.com




Letter from the Board Chair and President

INITIATING OUR NEXT STAGE OF GROWTH

2005——06 marked the community foundation’s first decade and it
was a year of remarkable activity and achievement. Building on earlier
precedents, we dramatically expanded our program activity in support of
the region’s non profit organizations, encouraged civic engagement
through several notable fiscal sponsorships, and collaborated with partners
on public forums that stressed the vitality, character and sustainability of
our communities.

At the same time, donors continued to express confidence in the
community foundation making charitable investments of $2,486,408 to
funds at the foundation. Nineteen new funds were established. At year end,
the foundation managed 143 funds. The net assets increased by 20% to
close the year just shy of $2,000,000.

Most notably, grants (some 316) to programs and organizations
largely in the St. Croix Valley reached a new high and totaled $1,287,917.
Grants related to civic fiscal sponsorships were $294,832. The Valley Arts
Initiative and the Music Education in the Schools program awarded over
$40,000 in grants.

Funded by a generous grant from the Otto Bremer Foundation,
the Community Partnerships initiative expanded its offerings designed to
strengthen the effectiveness of nonprofit organizations in the region.
Partnering with Bremer Banks, the CPl offerings presented programs by
skilled professionals on fund raising, governance, marketing and other
administrative areas that play an essential role in the stability and effective-
ness of a nonprofit organization. To date there have been 14 workshops
that have attracted over 500 attendees — staff and board members alike.

To encourage the implementation of effective organizational prac-
tices, the community foundation and Hugh J. Andersen Foundation awarded
$40,000 in nonprofit management assistance grants to local organizations.

Our developing partnerships with the Phipps Center for the Arts
and the University of Wisconsin-River Falls stimulate public discussions on
rural change, sustainable communities, social capital and the building of
community through the arts.

To mark our 10th anniversary, in April we announced a Nonprofit
Endowment Challenge Match program. Our goal is to raise $1,000,000
from our philanthropic partners that selected nonprofits will match on a
1—1 basis for their respective funds at the community foundation. Note:
This goal was attained on November 10, 2006.

One of the most energetic projects this year was spearheaded by
the Hudson Moms, a group of young parents determined to build a cre-
ative, safe and attractive playground for the city’s toddlers. Their work,
which began last fall and culminated with the dedication of the Hudson
Community Built Playground in June, presents a case study in the strength
and value of social capital. The group had strong volunteer leadership, a
vision, and a determination to succeed. On a very tight timeline, they
raised over $150,000 in cash and contributed materials, and they enlisted
the support of hundreds of people throughout the community. Volunteers
raised money and joined work teams that constructed the playground on
city property. The Hudson Community Fund and the SCVCF were pleased
to serve as the fiscal sponsor and provided administrative assistance.

In other examples of serving the common good through fiscal spon-
sorships, the foundation assisted the volunteer committee dedicated to
building a community playground in Lake St. Croix Beach. We also were
pleased to serve the Partnership Plan for Stillwater Area Schools during its
transition to an independent nonprofit organization, legally separated
from the school district. During the year, HomeShare St. Croix received
its charitable status, hired an executive director and opened for business
serving people who wished to stay in their homes. The Riverway Park, a
project of the city of River Falls, the local Rotary Club and the River Falls
Community Fund was dedicated last fall.

Change will continue to be a hallmark of our communities and this
foundation. In defining a vision for the next 10 years, we must anticipate very
different experiences given the external influences of global economies, ener-
gy, environment and the turbulent international scene. The increasingly global
world will impact the communities of the St. Croix Valley. Patterns of living
and working may well be adjusted to respond to new realities. Preserving our
community character and working to build sustainable communities dur-
ing periods of change and growth will require the thoughtful participation
of many. This will provide an opportunity for the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation to assume a meaningful role through partner-
ships, programs and exercising the servant leadership our founders iden-
tified as essential core values. We will be measured by the impact we have in
addressing real and urgent matters during the challenging years before us.

Peter H. Kilde, chair David H. Griffith, president

SCVCF

PETER H. KILDE

Chairman
Board of Directors

DAVID H. GRIFFITH
President
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Board of Directors

July 2005 to June 2006

Charles Arnason, Marine, MN
William Campbell, River Falls, WI
John Coughlin, New Richmond, WI
Chris Galvin, Woodbury, MN

Karen Hansen, Stillwater, MN

Nate Jackson, River Falls, WI
Michael Johnson, Stillwater, MN
Peter Kilde, Glenwood City, WI, Board Chair
Barbara Klemme (deceased) 9/2006
Erv Neff, Stillwater, MN

Lynn Shafer, Stillwater, MN

Heidi Smith Erspamer, Amery, WI
Mark Vanasse, Houlton, WI
Gretchen Stein, Osceola, WI

Dan Willius, Scandia, MN

Former SCVCF Board Members

Sarah Andersen, John Baird,

Lurline Baker-Kent, James Bradshaw,
David Brandt, Kathleen Doar,

Lou Fuller (deceased), Molly Gale-Wyrick,
C. R. Hackworthy, Jim Hankes,

George Hauser, Rod Hofland,

Larry Horsch, Orv Johnson,

Rita Lawson, Daniel Lien,

Marilyn McCarty, Dan McGuiness,

JC Pfeiffer, Thomas Scheuerman (deceased)
Lawrence Severson, John Tunheim
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Launching a Second Decade

PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

n recognition of our first ten years of encouraging charitable giving in the St. Croix Valley, we
launched our second decade by announcing our new Partners for the Future [nitiative.

Partners for the Future is an exciting challenge match initiative that will raise $2 million
dollars dedicated to the future growth of nonprofit organizations in the region. Every dollar a
partner organization raises and places in a permanent fund at the foundation will be matched
by SCVCF dollar for dollar. Already, SCVCF has raised $I million dollars from local foundations
to make these matching contributions.

SCVCEF expects donors will take advantage of this challenge to invest in those organiza-
tions they care most about. With a gift to a permanent, agency-designated fund, each dol-
lar keeps giving to support an organization’s mission in perpetuity. Because the St. Croix Valley
in changing rapidly, donors’ gifts will ensure local organizations are responsive to this dynam-
ic environment.

The Partners for the Future Initiative consists of three components: the matching grants,
community outreach, and a series of workshops and coaching assistance to ensure our partici-
pating nonprofit partners are successful. Matching grants range from $25,000 to $85,000 and
our partners have three years to meet their goal. The initiative is designed to strengthen the
endowment building skills of both board members and staff, whether they are new or seasoned
fundraisers.

SCVCEF gives special thanks to the following foundations for their support of this initia-
tive: Hardenbergh Foundation, Otto Bremer Foundation, Bush Foundation, Hugh ]. Andersen
Foundation, FR. Bigelow Foundation, John and Ruth Huss Foundation and an anonymous donor.

We are excited about the financial resources this initiative will bring to our region’s non-
profit sector and can see no better way to move boldly into our second decade.

We are proud to present our partners in this initiative:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Wisconsin HSI - Human Services, Inc. in Washington County
The Partnership Plan for Stillwater Area Schools West CAP

Carpenter St. Croix Valley Nature Center Hudson Health Foundation

The Phipps Center for the Arts West Wisconsin Land Trust

Courage St. Croix Kinship of Polk County

Standing Cedars Community Land Conservancy Young Life St. Croix Valley

Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley Lakes Area Youth Service Bureau

Turningpoint for Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence ~ Youth Service Bureau

FamilyMeans New Richmond Preservation Society

United Way St. Croix Valley



Founders’” Society

BUILDING A COMMUNITY FOUNDATION IS A LONG-TERM VENTURE.

ince its founding in 1995, a number of individuals, businesses and private foun-  to further the mission of the Foundation during its formative years. Please
dations have provided program and operating support to SCVCF. We are contact us for further information on becoming a member of the Founders’
pleased to recognize those who have contributed and pledged $5,000 or more Society. The following list includes all members through June 30, 2006.

Fred C. and Katherine B. James and Jayne Bradshaw James and Mary Gillespie Rita and Bill Lawson Tozer Foundation
Andersen Foundation David and Sandy Brandt David and Katherine Griffith MAHADH Fund of HRK John and Kathryn Tunheim

Hugh J. Andersen Otto Bremer Foundation C.R. and Cynthia Hackworthy Il Foundation William Voedisch and Laurie
Foundation Loren and Ruby Croone Karen and Craig Hansen McKnight Foundation Carlson

Sarah Andersen The Dietz Family Fund of Gerald and Yvonne Hoel Margaret Rivers Fund Archie and Bertha Walker

Anonymous Donors the St. Paul Foundation Jack and Joyce Hooley Patrick and Jeanne Riley Foundation

Charles and Peggy Arneson Kathleen Doar and Alan Hudson Community Fund St. Croix Foundation Wipfli CPA’s and

John and Nancy Baird Sinaiko Michael and Jan Johnson S & C Bank Consultants

Bayport Foundation of First National Bank of Orville and Kathleen Johnson  Gretchen Stein and Wisconsin Arts Board
Andersen Corporation Hudson Joyful Women Fund Greg Wickenhauser

People Choose to Give through Community Foundations because...

* We are a local organization with deep roots in the community.
¢ Qur professional program staff has broad expertise regarding community issues and needs.
* We provide highly personalized service tailored to each individual’s charitable and financial interests.
¢ Our Donor Advised Funds help people invest in the causes they care about most.
* We accept a wide variety of assets and can facilitate even the most complex forms of giving.
* We partner with professional advisors to create highly effective approaches to charitable giving.
* We offer maximum tax advantages under state and federal law.
* We multiply the impact of gift dollars by pooling them with other gifts and grants.
* We build endowment funds that benefit the community forever and help create personal legacies.

* We are a community leader, convening agencies and coordinating resources to create positive change.
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Inspired
Giving
ur purpose at the St. Croix
Valley Community Foundation
is to help you give to the issues or
organizations you are most commit-
ted to—whether it is vital support

for immediate needs or by creating a
legacy for future generations.

Like you, other donors who
give to the foundation share one
important value—they care. Some
want to determine which nonprofits
will benefit from their fund. Others
look to the foundation for personal-
ized assistance in identifying specific
agencies that address the causes they
care most about

6 SCVCF 2006 Annual Report

Funds of the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation

UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT FUND Donations provide the directors of the foundation with the
flexibility to respond to the changing needs of the community over time. The funds are entrusted to the
board to use the Foundation’s knowledge of the community when investing in programs and responding to
opportunities for philanthropic support.

ADMINISTRATIVE ENDOWMENT FUND Earnings from this fund support Foundation operations,
the professional staff and programs. As the Foundation’s ongoing source of operating capital, a strong admin-
istrative endowment keeps fees low while providing perpetual support for operations.

BOARD FUND Enables the Board of Directors to respond to current community needs with modest
grants.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND Contributions to this fund represent the single largest source of

annual operating support, along with fees and earnings from the Administrative Endowment. With the

growth of the Foundation’s assets over time, fees and endowment
earnings will cover most of the basic annual operations.

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS These funds pro-
vide donors an opportunity to contribute to an
area of interest without specifying a particular
charity or organization. The Foundation’s
directors award grants from these funds to
support appropriate projects within that
prescribed field of interest.

s,

.\‘

\ Please consider giving to any of these funds.

Education

/ Leave a Legacy

A convenient and lasting way to perpet-
uate your support of the St. Croix
Valley region is to include a bequest to
the Foundation in your will. The options
are many, from an outright gift, to the
establishment of a designated fund that
would provide permanent support for the
named organizations or their successors.

Environment



S C V C F Governance

he Foundation is governed by a Board of Directors who live and work

or have their roots in the region where the Foundation focuses its
efforts — the counties of Polk, St. Croix and Pierce in Wisconsin and
Washington and Chisago in Minnesota. It's assets are managed by the
Foundation’s Investment Committee, composed of Board members and
other professionals with expertise in the legal, financial and public
accounting fields, along with the investment advisor from First State Bank
and Trust of Bayport, MN.

ELEVEN YEARS OF NET ASSET GROWTH

0 | 2 3 4 5 6 i 8 7 10

Asset Comparison cChart

2006 ASSET GROWTH 2005
$8,937,191 NET ASSETS $7,434,966

Revenue & Support
2,486,408 Contributions* 2,016,05I

Earnings
265,236 Realized Gains 185,341
218,662 Unrealized 262,205
1,748 Other 11,829
134,173 Fees 107,567
3,106,226 Total Revenue 2,582;993
1,110,513 Grants* 934,631
134,955 Fund Expense 107,602

358,532 Operating Expense 327,440
1,604,000 Total Expenses 1,369,673

$8,737,191 Net Assets 7,434,966
8,927,493 Investments 7,426,374
128,425 Cash & other 133,835
fltveans -118,727 Liabilities -125,243

*Does not include Intra Fund gifts and grants of $210,748 and $177,404 respectively from SCVCF
funds transferred to other funds at the Foundation.

An Audit Report and our 990 tax returns are available upon request.
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The Belisle’s have some Advice they want to Share with You

l n actuality, these are insights and ideas that are
the result of thoughtful reflection and research
over the years. Jon and Metta Belisle have done
more estate planning than most people their age
and they are eager to share what they have learned
with anyone who is confused by the issue or
inclined to put the whole thing off.

Jon Belisle worked for 30 years at 3M as a
research chemist. Metta was a 3rd grade teacher at
Battle Creek Elementary School in St. Paul. Together
they have made wise decisions through the years
about how to spend their money, manage their
assets, and share their wealth through charitable
giving. But they have done more than most to fig-
ure out what will happen to those assets after they
are gone.

“It has been a pleasure to try to accumulate
wealth but the joy is not just in the accumulation,
but in deciding how to distribute it as an extension
of your life,” says Jon. However, he points out, in
order to make that happen you need to have a
plan.

“The initial and most important decision will
involve the choice between a Will and a Living
Trust,” says Jon.“We found that a will would involve
time-consuming probate and the court system,
while a living trust is strictly private and is outside
of any court.”

Next you have to decide how to divide the
estate. “In discussions with family members and
with financial and legal specialists, you will decide
what percentage of your estate is to be distributed
to family and friends and what percentage is to go
to charities and organizations that fit your interests
and lifestyle.”

8 SCVCF 2006 Annual Report

Third, you will have to determine who will
administer the distribution of the estate. “With a
Will it’s the executor — usually a family member
— who fulfills that role with the oversight of the
court,” Jon explains.“With a Living Trust the execu-
tor — or Successor Trustee — operates privately
without court oversight. Therefore, it should be
someone you trust. But in choosing this trustee,”
he asks,“how can you be sure they will function as
directed? The problem in choosing individuals is
that their situations are ever-changing, and there-
fore they could be unreliable in carrying out your
wishes. Banks or trust officers are often imperson-
al and have high, fixed fees. It left us with the ques-
tion, “What is one to do?”

The answer to that question came when the
Belisles met with David Griffith, President of the St.
Croix Valley Community Foundation. They were
pleasantly surprised to find the Foundation would
be so cooperative.“Not only is the Foundation inti-
mate and personal, it’s local,” said Jon.“We hate to
see people send money off to New York or Boston
to be managed when the Foundation is right here
in our own backyard.

“We have chosen the Foundation to serve as
the Successor Trustee to our estate,” say Jon and
Metta. “We have found that the continuing nature
and perpetuity of the Foundation, unlike an indi-
vidual, would meet our needs.”

The primary area of interest for the Belisles
in their charitable giving is to organizations
addressing the environment and the humane treat-
ment of animals. Jon’s parents and grandparents
were all very animal oriented. Not only were his
parents raised on farms in Wisconsin, his father

later became a veterinary salesman. And the tender
love and compassion his mother showed toward
animals had a considerable influence on him. “In
addition,” say Jon and Metta, “our companion ani-
mals have given us great joy through happy and
difficult times. We have experienced the love these
animals have given to us and we've seen the many
ways animals touch people’s lives.”

While Jon and Metta are still living, their
Donor Advised Fund will distribute money based
on their particular interests and passions. Those
donations will help establish a track record that the
Foundation can follow in the future to help deter-
mine how to distribute grants from their fund. In
addition, they submitted a “letter of understand-
ing” to the Foundation to clearly document their
future funding expectations.

“The most important thing we wanted to
convey to people is how the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation can help you further your
goals,” say the Belisles, as well as assist in the distri-
bution of your estate.




DONOR ADVISED FUNDS benefit the

charitable interests of the donors.

Blake and Beth Abdella Fund

Don Anderson Family Fund

Paul L. Anderson Fund

Paul L. Anderson Short Term Fund
Charles and Peggy Arnason Fund
Baird Family Fund

Jon and Metta Belisle Donor Advised
Endowment Fund

Marie and Harry Blakeman Memorial Fund ***
Bradshaw Celebration of Life Endowed Fund
Bradshaw Celebration of Life Fund

Jim and Jayne Bradshaw Family Fund

David and Sandy Brandt Short-term Fund
David and Sandy Brandt Family Fund
Brookman Family Fund ***

John and Mary Cameron Fund

Loren and Ruby Croone Fund

Ezekiel Lutheran Church LACE Fund

Forest Lake Rotary Schumacher Field Fund
Mark and Maeta Gherty Family Fund
Griswold Fund ***

C.R Hackworthy 11 Family Fund

Janet M. Hansen Fund

Karen Ciegler Hansen and Craig ]. Hansen
Family Fund

Heiser Family Fund

Glen O. and Elizabeth I. Helmen Mem. Fund
Allison Helmen Memorial Fund

Gerald and Yvonne Hoel Fund

Gerald and Yvonne Hoel Family Fund
HomeShare St. Croix Fund

Hudson Physicians Fund

Jack and Joyce Hooley Endowment Fund
Jack and Joyce Hooley Fund

Hudson Daybreak Rotary Long Term Fund
Nate and Linda Jackson Future Fund
Nate and Linda Jackson Fund

=x%New funds established this fiscal year

Richard and Carolyn Jackson Charitable Fund ***
Michael O. Johnson Short Term Fund

Orville and Kathleen Johnson Family Fund
Orville and Kathy Johnson Short-Term Fund
Ingrid and Marie Kilde Fund

The Kren Fund

Krueger Family Fund

Lawson Family Fund®*%

Charles and Deborah LeRoux Family Fund ***
Kathleen Lindahl Fund

Tim Linehan Memorial Fund

Margaret B. Mattlin Fund

Allen and Corinne Metcalf Fund

G. and ]. Museus Family Fund

George and Dorothy Nelson Fund

Nicholas and Kathryn Nelson Charitable Fund ***
Dan O’Connell Leadership Fund *=**
O’Connell/ Ellison Crime Reward Fund

Nancy Orgeman Donor Advised Fund *%*
Physicians’ Fund

Keith and Jody Radtke Fund

Don and Ellie Richards Donor-Advised Fund ***
Rotary District 5960 Foundation-Cambridge
Rotary District 5960 Foundation-Hudson
Sandy Hills Fund

Thomas ]. Scheuerman Youth Fund

Thomas ]. Scheuerman Memorial Fund

Dean and Lynn Shafer Fund

Simonet Family Fund

Stine Donor Advised Fund

Stillwater Sunrise Rotary Charity Fund

Kermit Sommers Donor Advised Fund ***
Tom and Suki Thomsen Donor Advised Fund
Kevin and Rita Vance Current Fund

Kevin and Rita Vance Family Fund

Ronald and Susan Weiler Family Fund

White Pine Fund

DONOR DESIGNATED FUNDS benefit

specific charitable organizations or named

projects.

Jonathan Patrick Erspamer Fund benefits
children in the region with special needs

Friends of Perch Lake Fund is for the
development of Homestead Parklands on
Perch Lake in St. Croix County

Charlotte K. Kirby Fund supports the
Humane Society for Companion Animals in
Woodbury, MN

Hudson Community Built Playground ***
provides a safe and enjoyable place for
children to play and learn

John Paul Il Sacred Arts Center Fund ***
established to purchase property in Hudson

LADDA Long Term Activities Fund supports
bowling, dances and other activities for
special needs adults

LADDA Endowed Fund supports the long
term care of special needs adults

Lake St Croix Beach Community
Playground Fund supports the design and
construction of playground equipment

Leadership Hudson Fund *** helps devel-
op area program leaders and emerging
leaders

t b ~ \} Yy

Fourth graders learn local history through Iumberjack dolls and folk music.

Lifeline Fund supports emergency human
needs in the region

Memorial to Veterans of Stillwater Area
High School Fund supports design and
construction of the memorial

Dan O’Connell Peace Garden Fund sup-
ports design, construction and maintenance
of the memorial garden

Peace House Fund supports the renovation
of a house in Stillwater to be used for
transitional housing

Nelle Johnson Potts Fund benefits Young
Life in Stillwater and White Bear Lake,
MN

Riverway Park Partnership Fund supports
the renovation of Veterans Park in River
Falls, WI

SAHS On Campus Stadium Fund supports
the construction of the stadium on the
campus of the Stillwater Area High School

Stillwater Area Health and Education Fund
=x%x sypports Lakeview Hospital and The
Partnership Plan for SAHS

.
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Barbara Klemme: ner legacies AGENCY FUNDS enable an organization to

establish its own long-term endowment fund at the

reflect a life of People & Purpose Foundation.

The Foundation handles the investment and management of the assets, distribut-

arbara Klemme, a member of the St. Croix ing the earnings to the agency.

Valley Community Foundation board of

. . . Community Volunteer Services Fund Orchestra Legacy Fund
directors, led an exemplary life of community
. Courage St. Croix Fund Weingarten “What’s Best For Kids” Fund
engagement. She died at her home on the St.
s . . Croixdale Mission Benevolence Fund Pierce County Historical Association Fund
Croix River on September 22, leaving legacies i o
. . .. . Ezekiel Lutheran Church Fund Somerset Public Library Endowment Fund
that will benefit several organizations far into i ) ]
the future FamilyMeans Facilities Fund St. Croix Area United Way Endowment Fund
i .. FamilyMeans Fund St. Paul Episcopal Church-Douglas Beauchamp
A person of great curiosity and man .
[ Bp b . di 4 4 HSI Endowment Fund Memorial Fund***
té ('ents, ar ara? Wwas €engaged In-many commd- Land Stewardship Project Fund Standing Cedars Endowment Fund
nities —.the _EP'SCOPal Church; §chools, Folleges Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields Stillwater Public Library Athena Fund
' ' N and universities; start-up businesses; m'terna— Northern Star Boy Scout Fund United Way St. Croix Valley
tional affairs; politics; the arts of all forms and above all her family and . Long=Term Fund
. . . Partnership Plan Endowment for Excellence
home town of Stillwater. Throughout her full and rich life, a common Partnership Plan Futures Fund Valley Senior Services Alliance Fund
thread was her genuine interest in people. Nearly every conversation Washington County Historical

had with Barb d lead her t “ - ; Partnership Plan Operations Fund***
you nad wi dIrbdara wou €d €r 1o say | must Introauce you to Ruth Geary Arts Fund

.. .. She will be interested in the vision you have for your organiza- ,

ion” E ivity also had hether i h iti Dr. Tom . Linde Fund Youth Service Bureau
tion.” Every activity a sg a la purpose whether it was the tranSIt!on Lundquist Endowment for the Sciences ++*

from trustee to the President’s staff at Macalester College or offering *xxNew funds established this fiscal year

a job at Grand Games to a young person. And she carried this pur-

poseful approach to the decisions she made at the end of her life, AFFILIATED COMMUNITY FUNDS he|p benefit

Society’s Fund
West CAP Endowment Fund

establishing through bequests funds at the community foundation to their communities for gene rations to come.
benefit some of her favorite organizations and causes. These communities use their funds to make grants for local recreation,

A person who read both widely and deeply, she has left a beautification projects or human service needs. On June 30, 2006, seven
bequest to the Athena Endowment Fund for the Stillwater Public Affiliated Community Funds and their related Scholarship, Donor Advised,
Library. A second bequest speaks to her desire to help preserve the and Donor Designated Funds totaled $1,292,725. Please contact the Board
special character of communities in the St. Croix Valley. Her bequest Chair of your community fund for more information.

establishes the Robert Uppgren Fund for Sustainable Communities.

. ) Amery Community Foundation Fund Lou Williamson 715-268-9149
Iy @i e vellwiesr wers ves dedlieie w i ditlin of her Baldwin Area Community Foundation Fund Claire Stein 715-684-3290
church and led her to create th'e l?ndowment' for Ascensm'n Episcopal Dresser Area Community Fund David Griffich 715-384-9490
Church. And her love of the vitality arts Prmgs to ?ur lives led her Hudson Community Fund Susan Gilbert 715-384-55]
and her companlon{ Norm Steere, to establish the Stillwater Fund for New Richmond Area Community Fund James Counter 715-246-3811
a Performing and Visual Arts Center. Each of these funds is held by Prescott Foundation Fund Franz Alpeter 715-262-5407
the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation. It was Barbara’s hope and River Falls Community Fund Sandy Wurm 715-426-3172
expectation that others would share her interests in these organiza- Bernard Abrahamson 715-425-6305
tions by contributing to them as well. Hers was indeed a life well led. Stillwater and Other Communities David Griffith 715-386-9490

]O SCVCF 2006 Annual Report



A Partnership to ensure Quality Education for Years to come.

or nearly fifteen years, Bill Lundquist was
known as “Mr. Wizard.” During that time Bill, a
retired 3M chemical engineer, shared the wonders
of science with 42,000 children in 1,700 elemen-
tary classrooms. Kids and teachers alike loved him
and his ability to make science lessons fun and
engaging. And he loved them. So much so that Bill
decided to leave a legacy for them by including a
bequest to The Partnership Plan in his will.
Following his death in January 2005, his daughter
Betsy and grandson Kyle presented The Partnership
Plan with a gift of $250,000 from the Lundquist
family estate to establish The William Lundquist

Fund for Elementary Sciences.
The purpose of the Lundquist Fund is to

encourage science related learning in the elemen-
tary schools in the Stillwater Area School District.
Ninety-thousand dollars of the initial gift was used
to purchase a laptop computer, data projector, and
digital microscopes for each elementary school. The
gift also went to purchase two STARLABS that will
be rotated throughout the district. The remaining
funds will be used for an endowment that will fund
an annual “Wizard’s Wish” classroom grant.

The Lundquist Fund is just one of a series
of funds established by The Partnership Plan for
Stillwater Area Public Schools at the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation to ensure quality edu-
cation for years to come. Established in 1989, The
Partnership Plan was a pioneer in the area of
private philanthropy benefiting pre-K through
grade 12 public schools. Its mission was to provide
special funding and human resources for students
and staff to enhance the quality of education in
Stillwater Area Schools According to former exec-
utive director Lynda Halbert, almost $2,000,000
was raised in the first decade of The Partnership
Plan’s existence and channeled directly into pro-
grams for classroom enrichment. “Thanks to
several Partnership board members who had long-
term goals in mind,” says Lynda, “some of those
funds became seed money for endowment funds
that could enhance education for future genera-
tions as well.”

As the director of the Partnership Plan at
that time, Lynda researched and met with several
Twin City Area foundations to determine which
one would best fit the organization’s needs and
goals. In the end, she and Partnership board
members chose the St. Croix Valley Community

Foundation. “We felt the Foundation shared our
interests and was connected to issues we cared
about, especially education,” she said. “And most
importantly, the Foundation knew the Valley.”

Thus, in the summer of 2001, The Partnership
Plan established three agency funds. The pri-
mary fund was, and still is, The Partnership Plan
Endowment for Excellence. A second fund, the The
Weingarten “What’s Best for Kids” Endowment Fund,
was established in memory of Mary Jo Weingarten,
a much loved deputy school superintendent for
Stillwater Area Schools. The third was a rainy day
account called The Futures Fund.

Since then, several additional funds have been
established: the Harcey-Walmar Scholarship Fund,
to support annual scholarships for teachers in Early
Childhood Family Education and grades 1—2; the
Orchestra Legacy Fund, to benefit future young
musicians; the Dr. Tom F. Linde Fund, which benefits
music programs at Stillwater Area High School; the
Ruth Geary Arts Fund supporting arts education
in the elementary schools; and the Lundquist Fund
described above.

These funds are unique in that they combine
the donor’s interests with specific needs in the
schools and provide The Partnership Plan with the
ability to offer ongoing support to these programs.
“In the past,” says Christine Tubbs, The Partnership
Plan’s current executive director,“we have given out
modest sized grants with a one-time impact. With
the ability to provide multi-year grants we will be
able to measure the impact on educational pro-
grams over the long-term and to honor the donors
year after year.”
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A Visitor’s Center in Prescott’s Freedom Park

wenty six years ago, 41 Americans were taken hostage in the United

States Embassy in Teheran. Their prolonged captivity in Iran kept
the country focused on the hostages and their ordeal for over a year.
During those months of agonized waiting, an American Eagle was shot in the
area of Guttenberg, lowa. Arrangements were made to transfer the injured
eagle to the University of Minnesota Raptor Center for rehabilitation. The
Eagle, called “Freedom” by those who cared for her, was later flown to
Washington, D.C. to take part in a ceremony honoring the Iranian hostages
and other prisoners of war.

In January 1981, after 445 days in captivity, the hostages were set free.
In recognition of that event, the now recovered Eagle who had symbolized the
Americans held captive, was taken to a bluff overlooking the confluence of
the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers and released. The expansive wings lifted
the Eagle from the bluff and carried her to freedom.

The site from which the eagle took flight, just outside of Prescott,
Wisconsin, became known as Freedom Park. It was a milestone event for
the City of Prescott. And those who participated in the ceremony a quarter
of century ago, including one of the former hostages, gathered again to
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celebrate the 25-year anniversary of the release on Labor Day 2006.

Yet another milestone was celebrated that day. The culmination of
several years of work by the Prescott Foundation to establish a visitors
center in Freedom Park and the renovation of the park itself. What had
once been a neglected and underutilized site was transformed by the
attractive visitors center, a new picnic shelter, three scenic overlooks, an
amphitheater, and exhibits explaining the importance of the Mississippi
River and its significance to the area.

In 2001, board members of the Prescott Foundation, along with city
officials and other visionaries in the community, had proposed the idea of a
visitors center to explain the rich cultural and historic heritage of that site.
The initial organizers applied for and received three federal grants totaling one
and a half million dollars to get the project started. Over the course of the
next four years, another $500,000 was raised from local businesses and indi-
viduals to complete the project.

In addition to fundraising, Foundation board members and others
worked with local engineers to define and design the project. They also
drew on the expertise of a nationally known designer of visitor centers and



national parks at the University of Wisconsin Steven Point to devel-
op the exhibits. “Content is so important to the success of a project
like this,” said Grant Nelson, a board member of the Prescott
Foundation. “Anybody can put up a building, but it’s the content
that’s important.” Display areas inside and out highlight the river and
the historical significance of the area, including Native American her-
itage, fishing, logging, the button industry (which utilized clam shells
from the river), the steam ships that traveled up and down the
Mississippi River, and the Great River Road.

The Prescott Foundation also helped establish a 501 (c) (3)
organization called The Friends of Freedom Park to help the city
operate and fund the park on an ongoing basis. In addition, the park
is staffed with volunteers and a paid director who provide year-round
programming.

According to Nelson, Freedom Park was a defining project for
the Prescott Foundation, which is less than 15 years old. In the
past, the Foundation has supported other worthy causes, such as
Carpenter Nature Center, the Destination Imagination program,
school athletic facilities, local food shelves and a battered women'’s
facility. But until now there hasn’t been anything quite the magnitude
of The Freedom Park project.“It has been very beneficial in that it has
provided great visibility for the Foundation...and great credibility,”
says Nelson.

When asked, what the Foundation is planning next, he laughed
and said, “Catching our breath, to be honest.” “But,” he continued,
“after an undertaking such as this, anything seems possible.”

The Prescott Foundation is one of seven community funds
affiliated with the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation.

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

Chuck Anderson Scholarship Fund®** was established April, 2006, to award a
scholarship in honor of Coach Chuck Anderson to a Senior tennis player who
participated on the SAHS Tennis Team.

Paul L. Anderson Scholarship Fund was established December, 2003 and awards two
scholarships to graduates of Hudson High School entering post secondary
education who have participated on the tennis team.

Anne Cernohous Borchardt Music Scholarship Fund was established June 2000 to
provide scholarships for the study of voice and/or piano for students from the
St. Croix River Valley or East Metro area of St. Paul.

"Coach" Wes Windmiller Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in April, 2004.
The fund awards a scholarship to a senior boy basketball player who is a
member of the Stillwater Area High School basketball team.

Doris Fuka Scholarship Fund was established July, 1999 to provide scholarships to
River Falls High School graduates entering college who have excelled in speech
activities.

Janet Hansen Scholarship Fund was established June, 2000 to provide college
scholarships to River Falls High School graduates entering the field of
elementary education.

Dr. Val Kremser Medical Scholarship Fund was established December, 1999 to provide
a scholarship annually to an Amery High School graduate entering study in a
medical field.

Karl D. Ludvigson Memorial Scholarship Fund was established December, 1999 to
provide scholarships for students graduating from Osceola High School and
attending post-secondary education programs.

James McLaughlin Scholarship Fund was established in December, 2002, to provide
scholarships to students at Stillwater Area High School who have been selected
by other students as Most Valuable Players in a sport.

Bradley W. Nordstrand Scholarship Fund was established June, 2001 to provide
scholarships for graduating seniors who participated in the Phipps Center for
the Arts Children's Theater Program.

Ern Peaslee Memorial Scholarship Fund™** was established July, 2005, to award a
scholarship to honor the memory of Ern Peaslee, to a senior boy track and field
player who participated on the SAHS track and field team.

SCVCF Young Life/Realife Scholarship Fund is awarded to a Stillwater Area High
School graduate attending post-secondary education who has participated in
faith-based opportunities.

St. Croix Valley Harley Owner’s Group Scholarship Fund was established December,
1999 to provide scholarships to high school graduates from Polk, St. Croix and
Pierce counties in Wisconsin and Chisago and Washington counties in
Minnesota for post secondary education.

*=¥New funds established this fiscal year

SCV CF 2006 Annual Report 13



strong and effective nonprofits.

In 2006 SCVCF gave $20,000 to help nonprofit organizations develop their
leadership, expand their fundraising abilities or take on new organizational chal-
lenges. The Otto Bremer Foundation is a key supporter of this program.
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to the Community

MUSIC EDUCATION FUND q lasting resource in St Croix

Valley schools.

This year several third graders learned about local history by creating dul-
cimers to understand immigration and folk music traditions in our region.
Other students used computers to learn composition or had use of musical
instruments their families could not afford. These are the types of grants
awarded each year through our Music Education Fund, an endowed field of
interest fund created by an anonymous donor to sustain and enhance music
education programs in local schools. This year grants totaled $25,713.

VALLEY ARTS INITIATIVE exploring the relationship between

community and the arts.

How do the arts connect people, encourage dialogue or stimulate communi-
ty action? This year SCVCF broadened the Valley Arts Initiative guidelines
to encourage arts organizations to explore the relationship between commu-
nity building in the arts. As in the past, grants were also given
to organizations that aimed to bring a wide audience to local arts
programs. The total of $15,000 was awarded through this joint
program funded, in part, by the Wisconsin Arts Board.




ARTS

ArtReach Alliance

Big Woods/ Big Plains

Family of Christ Lutheran Church
Lake Pepin Art and Design Center
Minnesota Orchestral Association
Music St. Croix

Osceola Main Street Promotions
Committee

River Falls Community Arts Base, Inc.
Skits Outreach Services, Inc.

St. Croix ArtBarn

St. Croix Falls Parks and Recreation
St. Croix Valley Boys Choir

St. Croix Valley Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society

The Phipps Center for the Arts
UW River Falls Theater Dept.
Valley Arts Initiative Fund of SCVCF

Grant Recipients

Valley Chamber Chorale
Woodbury Youth Orchestra

LAVIC

Arcola Mills Retreat Center
Association Retreat Center

B. P. O. Elks Lodge #179

Baldwin Public Library

Camp Odayin

Friends at Stillwater Public Library

Hope Adoption and Family
Services Intl Inc.

Hudson Area Chamber of Commerce

Hudson Community Built
Playground Fund

Hudson Community Fund
Hudson Hockey Association
Human Services, Inc.

Lake St. Croix Beach Fund
Leadership Hudson Fund

Minnesota Historical Society

Dan O'Connell Leadership Fund
Parks and Trails Council of MN
Pierce County Historical Association
River Falls Community Fund

St. Croix Valley Community
Foundation

School District #834
Stillwater Public Library

The Friends of the Minneapolis
Public Library

Washington County Historical Society

EDUCATION

Augsburg College
Bethel College and Christina Coulter

College of St. Scholastica and
Addie Seaman

Concordia College
Cottey College

Total FY 2006 Grants $1,287,917.00

Education 19%

Health 4% Human
Arts 4% Services 18%
Other 3%

Music 2%
Environment 1%

Religious 21%
Civic 28%

Durand Public Schools
Education Foundation of Hudson
Hill Murray School

Hudson High School

Huntington University

Inver Hills Community College and
Ryan Becker

Luther College and Katherine Klacan
Macalester College

Partnership Plan for Stillwater
Area Schools

Partnership Plan Lundquist Fund
for Sciences

Partnership Plan Orchestra Fund

Partnership Plan Weingarten
“What's Best For Kids” Fund

Regency Beauty Institute and
Ashley Thron

School District of Hudson
St. Olaf College

St. Olaf College and Scholarship
for Andrew Schmeising

St. Paul College and Tony Weiss

U of MN Foundation

UW Barron County Fdn, Inc.

UW Eau Claire and Sheena Thompson
UW LaCrosse and Whitney Toftness
UW LaCrosse and Zach Szyman

UW Madison Fdn. and Kevin Gullikson

UW River Falls and Deanna
Schuweiler

UW River Falls and Stephanie
Ellwanger

UW River Falls

U of CA San Diego and Ashley Kavitz

SCVCF

U of St. Thomas and Tyler Beinlich
Winona State U and Alexis Penovich

ENVIRONMENT

AOPA Air Safety Foundation

Carpenter St. Croix Valley
Nature Center

Friends of CREX
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust
Minnesota Land Trust

Standing Cedars Community
Land Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy of MN
West Wisconsin Land Trust

Willow River Organization for
Wildlife Learning Inc.

HEALTH

American Cancer Society

Courage St. Croix

Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota
Hudson Health Foundation
Kilimanjaro Children’s Hospital
Lakeview Hospital

March of Dimes

Mayo Foundation

National Multiple Schlerosis
Society MN Chapter

Philippine Minnesotan Medical
Association

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
The Smile Train

United Hospital Foundation
United Servants Abroad
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HUMAN SERVICES

American Red Cross

American Refugee Committee

Autism Society of Minnesota

Avanti Challenge Camp St.Croix

Bridge for Hudson Youth, Inc.

Camp Courage and Angela McAndrew
Catholic Youth Camp

CCP Community Services and Ann Olson
Center for Victims of Torture
Community Action Inc.

Community Homestead

Courage Center

Crystal Ball Farms

Ezekiel Food Shelf

Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley, Inc.
Ann Flynn

Food for The Poor, Inc.

Friendship Ventures and Joshua Ous
Friendship Ventures and Mary Kay MacDonald
Friendship Ventures and Heidi Gruber
Friendship Ventures and Emily Myhr
Friendship Ventures and Aaron Johnson
Friendship Ventures and Bill Hunter

Friendship Ventures and Mason
Campbell-Burke

Junior Achievement of Hudson
Knights of Columbus

Lakeview Hospice

Lutheran Braille Evangelism Assoc.
Virginia Moorhouse

NE Residence and Joel Loer

NE Residence and Pat Shields
Northern Star Council/BSA

Off the Beaten Path and Jane Parent

Off the Beaten Path and
Shelley Chandler

Off the Beaten Path and Connie Borson
Operation Help
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PATH
Philadelphia Community Farm
Planned Parenthood

R and D For Pediatric Therapy and
Sasha Garvey

Salvation Army Headquarters

Second Harvest Heartland

Sharing and Caring Hands Inc.

Simpson Housing Services

Southeast Area YMCA and Chip Paulson
Southeast Area YMCA and Mark Paulson
Special Children Center

Special Olympics MN

St. Croix Area United Way

St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
St. Croix Valley Restorative Justice Program
St. Croix Valley YMCA

St. Patrick School

Shannon Stone

The Salvation Army

Trade Lake Camp

Turning Point

Twin Cities Urban Young Life

United Way St. Croix Valley

Urban Ventures

Brian Vahlsing

Ventures Travel and Karen Leigh Shogren
Webb Lake Volunteer Fire Department
Wilderness Inquiry

Women for Women

World Vision

YMCA Camp St. Croix .

Young Life St. Croix Valley

Young Life White Bear Lake/Mahtomedi
Youth Service Bureau, Inc.

MUSIC

Crestview Elementary School
Crosswinds Middle School
Lakes International Language Academy

Marine Elementary School
Math and Science Academy
New Heights School

River Falls Public Montessori Academy
Charter School

Rutherford Elementary School
School District #834

Somerset Middle and High Schools
St. Francis Elementary School
Stillwater Junior High School
Valley Crossing Community School
Willow River Elementary School

RELIGIOUS

Annual Catholic Appeal

Ascension Episcopal Church

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Christian Community Campus Foundation
Church of St. Joan of Arc

Church of St. Michael

Como Park Lutheran Church

Ezekiel Lutheran Church

First Congregational Church United
Church of Christ

First Baptist Church
Hope Lutheran Church
Lakeview Lutheran Church

National Office Race Track Chaplaincy
of America, Inc.

Retirement Fund for Religious
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Salem Lutheran Church

Shepherd of the Valley Church
Sojourners Development Department
St. Francis of Assisi Parish

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of
Basswood Grove

St. Patrick Catholic Parish
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Wyoming United Methodist Church

OTHER

Brown County Humane Society

Donors Forum of Wisconsin

Humane Society for Companion Animals
Humane Society of Goodhue County, Inc
Humane Society of Kandiyohi County
Minnesota Public Radio

Morrison County Animal Humane Society
Rice County Humane Society, Inc.
Tri-County Humane Society

Twin Cities Public Television

Watonwan County Humane Society

Grant Awards

Competitive grants are awarded by the
Foundation’s board of directors for
the Music Education Program, the
Valley Arts Initiative and other spe-
cial projects.

Grants are limited to organiza-
tions located in Washington and
Chisago counties in Minnesota and
Polk, Pierce and St. Croix counties
in Wisconsin. Unless otherwise spec-
ified, organizations must have 501 (c)
(3) status from the IRS. Other limita-
tions may apply.

Details regarding grant
guidelines and application process-
es can be found on the foundation’s
website at www.scvcf.org or by
contacting the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation offices at
715-386-9490. We welcome ques-
tions from interested applicants.



Creating a Quality Place

~Community Partnership Initiative~

n our dynamic and growing landscape the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation

helps make our communities vital and livable spaces through our Community Partnership

Initiative. To do so we focus on building community through the arts and strengthening our local

nonprofits and charitable organizations.

We thank our community partners for joining us in this endeavor and we are proud of our

collective accomplishments in the St. Croix Valley.

COMMUNITY BUILDING THROUGH THE ARTS

Along with public and community organizations, artists and arts organiza-
tions are a force for creating community character in the face of rapid
growth. Last year SCVCF addressed this theme in three ways.

Cul’rivo’ring Communi’ry: Art and civic responsibility. Building rela-
tionships. Expressing creativity. These are the ideas that speaker Mary Gard
Ewell addressed at Cultivating Community, a community forum co-sponsored
by SCVCEF, The Phipps Center for the Arts and University of Wisconsin, River
Falls. Discussing historical and current examples of art in community devel-
opment, Ewell discussed how we can use the arts to create a sense of place
in local towns and river communities.

The Bench Proiecf. Art made by a group of lay artists and placed in
public spaces gives evidence of a community’s investment in place. In 2005
SCVCF and The Phipps launched The Bench Project, a community art project
designed to create unique works of art, each envisioned and created by local
groups to interpret the communities in which they live. The project was
launched in Hudson, Bayport and St. Croix Falls, although we envision a string
of benches along the river to attract local residents and visitors to the rich
natural and cultural offerings in the St. Croix Valley.

Art and Economic Prosperity Study. In January SCVCF, along
with other arts organizations, the St. Croix Valley Regional Tourism

Alliance, University of Wisconsin, River Falls and the St. Croix Economic
Development Corporation, embarked on a year long research project
designed to measure the economic impact of nonprofit arts organizations
in the area. The study, conducted by Americans for the Arts in
Washington, DC, is part of a national study involving more than 100 dif-
ferent communities. The results will be published in April 2007.

PROMOTING NONPROFIT PERFORMANCE

Important dimensions of vital and livable communities are strong non-
profits and charitable organizations. For the last three years SCVCF has
provided workshops, grants, coaching and referrals to help develop non-
profit leadership. This year our workshops focused on board development,
nonprofit legal issues, fundraising basics, proposal writing and endowment
building and exceeded capacity each time!

And, to help organizations take their ideas and put them into action, we
joined Hugh J. Andersen Foundation as a funding partner to give 18 organ-
izations a total of $40,000 in grants to enhance their internal manage-
ment or respond to change. The organizations that apply for these grants
aim to make their organizations more effective, knowing their enhance-
ments will ultimately improve the programs they provide. This type of
funding partnership is just one way we can help create a vital nonprofit
sector in the St. Croix region.
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From Small Streams

Mighty Rivers Grow

2005-2006 Donor List

Bernard Abrahamson and
Kelly Cuta

W. Michael and Connie Jo Adams

AdCiraft Sign and Design

Alfresco Casual Living, Inc

All Strings Attached

Mary Taylor Allen

American Legion Auxiliary 121

William and Suzanne Ammerman

G.M. Dennis Amoth

George J. Anastos

Anchor Bank

Charles and Beverly Anders

Andersen Corporation

Fred C. and Katherine B.
Andersen Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Sarah J. Andersen

Burnell and Jeanne Anderson

Don Anderson

Ronald and Sandra Kay
Anderson

Ruth Anderson

Anonymous

Arcola Mills Retreat Center

Charles and Peggy Arnason
Fund of SCVCF

Charles and Peggy Arnason

Art Doyle’s Spokes and Pedals

Wayne and Stephani Atkins

Atomic Props and Effects, Ltd.

Lori and Robert Ayres

B

John and Nancy Baird

Barker’s Landing, Inc.

Bayport Foundation of
Andersen Corporation

Debra and David Beaudet

Rolland and Jean Becker

Claire D. Beer

Jon and Metta Belisle

Ronald and Jacquelyn Belschner

John and Barbara Benson

Thomas Berg and Jane
Draxler-Berg

Bruce and Linda Bergen

The Bernick Companies/ Pepsi
of Dresser

Best Buy Children’s Foundation

Best Western Hudson House

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Beutel

Mildred E. Beutel

Norbert and Barbara Bittner

Sandra and William Blackley

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A.
Boardman

Edwin and Susan Boeve

John W. Borg

Robert Bowen

Michael Brabender

James and Jenifer Bradac

Brad ConV

Braden Construction, Inc

Bradshaw Celebration of Life
Endowment Fund



David and Sandy Brandt
Short-Term Fund

David and Sandy Brandt

Robert G. Briggs

Joe Brochman

Broetzman Enterprises

C. Ann and David Brookman

John and Barbara Buckley

Bud’s Lanes, Inc

Alan and Roxane Buege

Ann and Brian Bunce

Eleanor A. Bunce

Emily A. Bunce

Erik and Sarah Bunce

Jennifer A. Bunce

Sara E. Bunce

James and Kim Burns

Michael and Annette Burns

Susan E. Bursik

Butler CPA, S.C.

C

Margaret and Dan Callahan
Mark and Shelley Campbell
William Campbell

Carbone’s Pizza, Inc.

Sam and Teresa Cari

Randy and Jeanne Carlson
Tiffany Carlson

Wayne and Pamela Carlson
Andy Carr

Catholic Community Foundation
Joe and Jane Cavanaugh
Jeffrey and Kristi Cernohous
Patrick and Jayne Cernohous
Lisa Chestnut

Patricia and Rachel Christian
Citizen’s State Bank
City of Hudson
City of River Falls
Robert and Christine Clark
Peter Clements and
Sara E. Wagner
Comcast Financial Agency
Corporation
Dan and Jeanne Corcoran
John Coughlin and
Mary Beth Arthaud
Cousins Subs
Constance Cowles and Charles F.
Cowles Foundation
James L. Craig
Richard D. Cramer
David and Mary Croft
Croix Valley Veterinary Hospital
Beth Cronk
Douglas and Kathleen Cudd
Culvers of Hudson
Christopher and Tarah Cummings
Dwight and Rebecca Cummins
Kimberlee Curry

D

Benjamin Dahl

Barbara J. Dahlke

Katinka S. Daniel

Martha and Erno Daniel
Mary K. Daniel

Michael Daniel

Monica A. Daniel

Jolene and Ron Daulton
Daniel J. and Dawn M. Davison

John and Mary Delaney

David and Mary Demko

Michael and Linda Denoma

Margaret Miller Derrick

L.D. and Lise DeSimone

Tom Dick

Ernest and Donna Dielentheis

George and Jane Dierberger

The Dietz Family Fund of
The St. Paul Foundation

Charlton Dietz

Document Strategies, Inc.

Michael and Susan Doe

Raymond and Jean Dombrowe

Michael B. Drennan

Bernard and Michele Drevnick

Debbie and Donn
Drommerhausen

Mark and Molly Druffner

E

Ray Eby

Ecolab Foundation

Dick Edstrom

Julie G. Ehlinger

David and Margaret Eichten
Cynthia and Peter Eidnes
Robert and Debra Eiselt
Scott Eiselt

Eliminator Paintball
Elizabeth K. Miner Rev. Trust
Kent and Janice Erickson
Pete Erickson

Heidi Smith Erspamer

Col. Raymond M. Erwin
Mark and Berni Ester

David J. Estreen

Nancy Etzwiler and Daniel
O’NEeill

Lorne and Martha Evans

F

Faegre & Benson, LLP
FamilyMeans
William and Peggy Farmer
Renata J. Farrell
Felhaber Larson Fenlon
and Vogt, LLP
Chad and Heidi Fett
Paul Finley
Carl Finstad
First National Bank of Hudson
First State Bank and Trust
of Bayport
Linda and Jonathan Fjellman
Thomas and Darlene Foley
Jane Fontius
Rick Foreman
John and Sara Fortin
Dr. Carver and Eunice Fouks
Gregory A. Fouks
David and Sally Framke
Randall and Rita Frasure
Fraternal Order of Eagles
No. 94
Friends of Perch Lake
Arlo and Stephanie Frost

G

Robert and Teresa Gaffney
John and Barbara Gagliardi
Chris P. Galvin
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Lyman Geary

Donald Gettinger

Mark and Maeta Gherty
Timothy and Janet Gibson
Michael J. Gilpin

Francis G. Ginther

Shirley and David Glas

Glen Johnson Construction, Inc.
Gary and Darla Goble
Ronald and Susan Gockowski
Dennis and Patricia Graham
James and Orie Graham
James and Judith Green
Karen and John Greenberg
David and Katherine Griffith
Jon and Diane Grimley

Gary and Judith Grimm
Sandra Griswold

Carole and David Grono
Mark and Julianne Gubash

H

Mary D. Hacker

C. R. Hackworthy

C.R. Hackworthy II Family
Fund of SCVCF

Genevieve Hafner

Christopher and Christelle
Hagen

Robert Hagstrom Jr.

Edwin and Peggy Kubicz Hall

Patricia Lowell Hammarback

Kevin G. Hammer

James and Diane Hankes

Donald and Marion Hansen

Mr. and Mrs. Eric P Hansen
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Craig Hansen and Karen
Ciegler Hansen

Paul and Nancy Hansen

Dennis and Mary Harcey

Tim and Kathleen Harding

Lyda B. Haskins

David and Gloria Haslund
Nancy B. Hauschild

Mary and Thomas Hawksford
Colleen and Gregory Hayne
Don W. Hedges Jr.

Jeff and Lucy Heegaard

Robert Heimerl

Quentin and Sally Heimerman
Virgil Heinen

William and Constance Herris
Robin P. Hetchler

Terry Hildbrandt

Vernon and Ann Hill
Christopher and Karina Hipp
Hirschfield’s Decorating Centers
Douglas and Christine Hlavacek

Gerald and Yvonne Hoel Fund
of SCVC

Gerald Hoel

George and Donna Hoeppner

Carl and Joan Hohnstadt

Patrick and Mary Holbrook

Connie and John Holck
Lyn and Donald Holmes
Raymond and Deborah Holmes
Daniel and Mary Hooley
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hooley
John H. Hooley
Mike and Amy Hooley
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Hudson Chrysler
Hudson Community Fund

of SCVCF
Hudson Daybreak Rotary
Hudson Hearing & Speech Clinic
Hudson Lions Club, Inc.
Hudson Moms Group
Hudson Physicians

Hudson Physicians Fund
of SCVCF

Hudson Rotary Club

Hudson Vintage Neighborhood
Alliance

Brian Huffman and Claire Zajac

Jeanine and Paul Huot

Frank G. Hurley and
Amy E. Taylor

David Husebye and Robyn
Kempainen

Ruth and John Huss

Sarah and Joseph Huss

John and Marguerite Igoe
llwaco Glass, Inc.

J

Nate and Linda Jackson

Short Term Fund
Eric and Jerilyn Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Jackson
Richard and Carolyn Jackson
K. Jacobson and D. Pittman
Linda Jacobson and Bill Warner
Linda M. Jameson
Jenkins Brothers Agency
Jerry’s Auto Detail, Inc.
C.Trent Johnson and Dana Dahl
George and Susan Johnson
Gregory Johnson
Michael O. Johnson
O. Guy and Marylyn Johnson
Orv and Kathleen Johnson
Orv and Kathy Johnson

Short Term Fund



Rose Mary E. Johnson
Steven and Debra Johnson
Terry and Roxanna Johnson
James and Kathleen Jolin
David and Louise Jones
Thomas and Pamela Jones
Dale and Linda Jorgenson
Joseph’s Family Restuarant
The Joy L Pahl Trust

J.R. Jack Junker

Kathleen M. Junker

K

Clifford and Donna Kaiser
Alan and Doris Karls
Andrew and Virginia Kass
William J. Keefer

Ken Lee Agency, Inc.

David O. Kieft

Charles and Mary Kiester
Peter and Rebecca Kilde
Richard S. Kilty

Thomas and Kathleen Kinsella
Joe and Nancy Hicks Kiolbasa
John and Maureen Kispert
Tim Klegin

Barbara Klemme

Knights of Columbus Stillwater
Knoke’s Chocolates, Inc.

Matt Knowlan

Judy and Roger Knutson

Paul and Monica Kolars
Kowalski’s Markets

Candice L. Kraemer

William and Mary Kratz

The Kren fund of SCVCF

Melvin and Jeannine Kriesel

Mr. and Mrs. Lester C. Krogh

Bradley Kruse and Kimberly
K. Fauro

Richard and Maureen La Mone

Florence V. La Plante

L

Roger and Marcy Laabs

Richard and Stephanie Laidlaw

Lake EImo Bank

Lake Elmo Jaycees

Lake St. Croix Beach Community
Playground Fund of SCVCF

Lakeview Hospital

Sharon Lammers

Scott and Elizabeth Lampert

Karen and Eugene Lampi

Timothy and Catherine Lange

Larson Brenner Architects, Inc.

Bradley and Janice Larson

Eugene and Carol Larson

Matthew and Kristina Lawson

Rita and Bill Lawson

Roderick and Helen Lawson

Dr. Paul L. Lawton LLC

LDJT, Inc. DBA Village Inn

William and Sere Leber

Leah Legato

Sandra and Joseph Lenzen

Charles and Deborah LeRoux

Mathew and Traci Lesneski

John M. LeVoir

Craig Lewis

Thomas and Marilyn Lindell

Genevieve M. Linehan

Sandra Linehan

Ed and Lila Linner

John and Dana Lockner
Thomas M. Loome

John and Bonnie Loperfido
Eric and Rebecca Lorenz

Mr. and Mrs. Guy T. Ludvigson
Estate of William Lundquist
Gary and Sheila Lyons

M

3M Company

Jean MacDonald

Robert and Pamela MacDonald

John and Connie MacLeod

Kathleen and Thomas Macy

Jerry and Becky Maier

Lynn and Alexa Maland

Thomas and Marjean Malchow

Margaret Rivers Fund

Gary and Mary Marlow

Betty and Merritt Marquardt

Robert and Cindy Matiski

Mattress Gallery, Inc.

Mark and Amy Matuga

Patrick and Patricia McCann

Marilyn M. McCarty

Bruce and Marguerite
McConoughey

Sylvia McCormack

Paul M. McCormick and
Flannery Delaney

Charles R. McCready, Jr.

Chad and Catherine McDonald

Teresa and Bran McFarland

Robert and Glenice McGarry

Daniel and Marcia McGowan
Joseph and Paulette McGrath
Russell and Carol McNaughton
John and Harriet McPherson
The Medtronic Foundation
Robert and Janet Meisterling
Rev. Richard and Arlyce Melheim
The Meredith Corporation
Foundation
M.P and M.E. Michener
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Midwest Center for Movement
Leslie and Wallace Milbrandt
G.Dean and Doreen Miller
Marilyn D. Miller
Timothy Miner and Ellen
Montgomery
Steven and Marybeth Misgen
Matthew and Julie Mock
Steven and Marsha Molin
Norma E. Montpetit
Linda and Charles Moore
John and Sheila Delaney Moroney
Marlie A. Moses
Carole Mottaz and Anne Buchholz
John A. Muhlenpoh Trust
Lenore and John Muhlenpoh
Glen D. Museus

N

Michael and Teresa Naughton
Erv and Betsy Neff

Craig and Kathy Nelson
George and Dorothy Nelson
Kathleen and Michael Nelson
Nicholas and Kathryn Nelson
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Scott and Kimberly Nelson
Wesley and Angeline Niemi
William and Sharon Nixon
Nordic-East Enterprises, Inc
Dennis and Carol Nordstrand
North Hudson Pepper Festival
Nuclear Management, LLC

O

O’Connell/Ellison Reward Fund

Patrick O’Neal

Gerald and Nancy Okerman

Richard and Marie Olsen

Eric and Patricia Olson

Jennifer A. Olson Real Estate

Mitzi M. Olson

SuzAnne and Kenneth Olson

Milo and Betty Lou Oppegard

Order of United Commercial
Travelers America

Nancy Orgeman

Joseph and Denise Otterstetter

Otto Bremer Foundation

Alan and Patricia Owens

P

Alison Page

Clayton and Dolly Parker

Partnership Plan for Stillwater
Area Schools

Partnership Plan Operations Fund

Donald and Winifred Patterson

Paul L Anderson Short Term
Fund of SCVCF

Mary and Michael Pavlovich

Brad Pearce

22 SCVCF 2006 Annual Report

Mel and Dawn Peaslee
Molly Peaslee and Francisco Bernal
Justin J. Peck

Ken and Nancy Pedersen
Joanne and Donald Pederson
Perkins Malo Hunter Foundation
Patrick and Mary Jo Peters
David and Marilyn Phillips
Pier 500

Pierre’s Do All Service, Inc
Piper Jaffray Foundation
Ralph and Kathleen Piscitello
James Plourde

Diane and Jim Podratz

Dan Poffenberger

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Pope
Daniel and Linda Powell
Darryle and Renee Powers
Kimberly and Ronald Price
Paul and Sharon Price
Barbara A. Primm

Donald and Cleone Pritchard
PT Swanson Consulting, Inc.

Q
Paul and Mary Quinn

R

Patricia A. Raduenz

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Randall
The Ratte Family

David and Karen Ratte

David and Maria Wagner Reamer
Heather Reece

Gerald Regnier

Esther Lee Reinart

Resco Print Graphics, Inc.
Resultants For Business, Inc
Donald J. and Ellie Richards
Barbara Richardson

W. Patrick and Jeanne Riley
Kenneth and Carolyn Ripp
Mark and Jean Ritzinger
River Falls Journal, The Forum
River Falls State Bank

The RiverBank

Edwin Robb

Jeffrey and Karen Rodewald
Brian and Lisa Roesler

Roof Depot

Claudia J. Rose

Raymond and Lois Ross
Marty P, and Patricia Rossini
Stephen and Patricia Rowley
Steve and Danell Rudquist
John and Barbara Ruemmele
Viola H. Russell

S

S & C Bank
Bob Safe
Sand Creek Group, Ltd.
Gloria and Richard Sandahl
Sandy Hills Fund
Andrea Saterbak and
Matt McGuire
Stephen and Sally Scallon
Eileen Mary Scanlon
John J. Scanlon Il
Ronald and Jean Schad
David Scheuerman
Michael T. Scheuerman

Sharm W. Scheuerman

Nelson and Frances Schmidt

D. and ). Schmitt

Popper Schmitt

Jim Schoenwetter

Jason and Tomi Schon

Michael J. Schoonover

Darren Schutz

Jennifer Schutz

Donna Mae Seim

Chris Semlak

Kevin and Roxanne Shackle

Daniel J. Shapiro

John and Bobette Shiffler

John F. Shrake

Sign Results LLC

Simonet’s Home Furnishings

Edward W and Anne Simonet

Joseph M. Simonet

Michael and Janet Simonson

SIT Investment Associates
Foundation

J.D. and C.N. Skinner, Jr.

C. Jay and Cathy Sleiter

Garld and Helen Smith

Jayne F. Smith

Marlay and Margaret Smith

Roger and Carmen Smith

Kermit Sommers

Hendryk and Valerie Sowa

James and Therese Spaight

Charles Speaks and Nancy
Niccum

Kurt Sroka and Susan Tonjes
Sroka



St. Croix Foundation
St. Croix Recreation Co.
St. Croix Valley Bar Association
St. Croix Valley Master

Gardeners
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Gretchen Stein and

Greg Wickenhauser
David and Susan Stenberg
Steve McDonald Agency
Charles and Louise Stevens
Kristen M. Sticha
Stillwater Motors
Stillwater Sunrise Rotary Club
Stonehouse Pictures/Film
Colleen and John Stoxen
David and Denise Swager
James and Laurie Swanson
John and Jane Sweeney
Bradley Sweet

T

T. Wilson Enterprises, Inc.
Taco John’s/Mr. Movies
Kelly and Jason Taverna
Clifford and Arlene Tenner
Bruce and Mary Thalacker
Timothy and Marsha Theurer
Michael and Deborah Thielen
George and Karen Thole
Joyce A. Thole
Karen Thomas
Bob and Diane Thompson
Nickolas and Susan Tierney
Todd Tingblad and Christine
Canin

Florence M. Tobin

Jessica M. Torning

Tozer Foundation

Richard Tregilgas

Nancy Q. Truax

Mrs. Dorothy A. Turnquist

U

The UFE Incorporated Fund
of the St. Paul Foundation

John and Lorraine Ulrich

Unrestricted Endowment Fund
of SCVCF

John and Mary Ursu

US Bank, National Association
for Travelers Express

J. David Utecht

\%

Robert Valit

Valley Athletic Association
Valley Orthodontics

Mark Vanasse

Robert and Carol Vermillion
Vine Street Florist

W

Brian and Michelle Wagner

J. Scott and Holly Wagner

Wal-Mart Foundation

Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker
Foundation

Wanken Family Chiropractic

Michael and Barbara Wapner

John R. Warnert

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Weiler

Thomas and Sally
Weingarten

Donald C. Weinke

Margie Wellman

Catherine Reed Weschcke

Deanne and Donald Wessel

West CAP

David and Janet Wettergren

Jeff Wieden Insurance
Agency, Inc

Daniel and Carol Wilcox

Doug Williams and Dianne
Lair

Ned and Jayne Windnagel

Wipfli CPAs

Caroline and Donald Wirth

Wisconsin Arts Board

Lisa Wolff

Steven and Maureen
Wolfgram

John and Deirdre Worrell

X
Xcel Energy

Y

Gregory and Heidi Young
Laurie A.Yttri

Z

Robert and Deanna
Zaczkowski

Robert and Beverly Zientara

Faylene L. Ziton

Connecting
People
& Programs

he Foundation connects donors
Tand programs in two different
ways. We provide personalized assis-
tance or arrange site visits to help
donors identify organizations that
address the causes they care most
about.

The Foundation also screens
proposals from Jlocal nonprofit
organizations and shares this infor-
mation with interested donors giv-
ing them an opportunity to learn
about specific requests that match
their interests. This process also
alerts donors of grant making
opportunities they might not have
been aware of. Please contact the
foundation if you are interested
in receiving this list of granting
opportunities.
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When is a Bench not Just a Bench?

hen it’s a bridge. A bridge between artists and non-artists, that is. Or a

bridge connecting the community through collaborative work and a
common goal. Or a link between the past and the future. Making those
connections happen was the hope behind The Bench Project, according to
Anastasia Shartin, Visual Arts Director at The Phipps Center for the Arts in
Hudson and coordinator of the project. The delightful and whimsical idea of
building benches in communities along the St. Croix River, Shartin explains,
was the outgrowth of a unique series of conversations held in partnership
with the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation about cultivating communi-
ty, art in public spaces, and preserving what’s most valuable in the St. Croix
River Valley.

The bench in St. Croix Falls is one of the first tangible results of the
community art project. It is located next to the National Park Service’s new
Visitors Center in the recently dedicated park honoring Wisconsin statesman
and environmentalist Gaylord Nelson. The bench is designed to capture both
the greatness and permanence of the river as well as the minute details of life
within and along its banks.
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The bench consists of three huge pieces of granite — two large hori-
zontal slabs representing Minnesota and Wisconsin and an upright slab
between symbolizing the river. Etched and embedded in the granite slabs are
images and words created by children from St. Croix Falls. Visitors to the park
who stop to explore the bench will find phrases like “Rocks Balance,” “Fish
Jump” or “Slugs Cling.” They will discover playful etchings of a mastedon, a
strawberry, a delicate wildflower, and a child’s hand carrying a mayfly. Tucked
into nooks and crevices in the granite are bronze sculptures of a bird’s nest,
an eagle about to take flight, a trio of fish, and a fawn.

Not only is the bench’s appearance remarkable. So is the collaboration
between community partners that made the bench a reality. When the city of
St. Croix Falls was first approached about the idea of a functional public art
work in August 2005, they quickly voted to approve the project. Amy Klein,
teacher and city parks board chair, approached the School District of St. Croix
Falls about offering the project as a summer school workshop to get kids
involved in the process. She sent out a call to local artists seeking their input
and ideas for the bench. Franconia Sculpture Park responded by donating the
three large pieces of granite that would form the foundation of the bench
and led the children through sculptural activities to get their creative juices
flowing. Local artists Jim Shoop and Kim Murphy worked with the students
to create cast bronze pieces reflecting themes from nature. National Park
Service ranger Dale Cox gave the kids valuable insight into St. Croix Fall’s pre-
historic, geologic and environmental past, and introduced the concept of the
watershed — how the impact of one person’s actions extends far beyond his
or her immediate circle. The kids took hikes, learned about Gaylord Nelson
and responded to all they had experienced through art, poetic expression and
pointed discussion led by Klein and Shartin.

The final product is a piece of public art and a symbol of community
that will be there for years to come.“The wonderful thing about the bench,”
observed Klein, “is that it’s located on a pathway right along the river where
people stop to take a break. It’s in an open area overlooking the water with
beautiful outcroppings of rock. When adults approach the bench, they walk
quietly around it at first, taking in the images and poetic phrases that were
sandblasted into the rock. Kids on the other hand, will climb right up on it
and try to scramble to the top.“What | hope the bench will represent for us,”



she said, “is all the things that are meaningful to us here in the St. Croix
Valley.”

Three benches were created during the pilot year of this program.
As in St. Croix Falls, the benches in Bayport and Hudson were designed and
influenced by a collaboration of community partners resulting in a look and
function unique to their respective communities.

The bench project was made possible through funding from the
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation and by funds from local businesses and serv-
ice clubs. Local partners contributed with financial gifts and in-kind dona-
tions of staff time and materials.

Conversations of the Valley

C onversations of the Valley completed a third year of public
affairs programming in 2005-2006, offering attendees
insight and information on a wide range of topics — from local
issues impacting the St. Croix Valley, to state and national topics,
to international affairs. In the spring of 2006, PETER BELL, Chair
of the Metropolitan Council, addressed the economic and
political factors local leaders must take into account when
making development decisions affecting the Valley.

BRIAN ATWOOD, Dean of the Humphrey Institute of Public
Affairs explored the link between poverty and violent conflict,
one that he believes has been largely under-estimated by
national security analysts.

DIANNE NEUMARK-SZTAINER, professor and epidemiolo-
gist at the University of Minnesota’s School of Public Health,
talked about the impact of obesity on our society, particularly
as it pertains to young adults.

MIKE DAY, Senior Vice President for Museum Enterprises at
the Science Museum of Minnesota discussed the “Body
Worlds” exhibit.

COMCAST was the financial sponsor for the year.

THE LOWELL INN continued to serve as the venue for the
programs, providing an inspiring setting and a bountiful buffet
for the approximately 100 individuals who attended each month
from both the East Metro area and Western Wisconsin.

Janna Haug served as Program Director and Advisory
Committee Chair. Other advisory committee members were Pat
Benson, Judy Duffy, Joanne Gustafson, Erv Neff, Peg Leutele,
Lynn Shafer, Kevin Shields of the Lowell Inn, and David Griffith,
president of the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation.

For information and reservations call 651-430-3830.
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HONORARY GIFTS

Grant Truhler

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

HUDSON COMMUNITY BUILD
PLAYGROUND FUND

Best Western Hudson House
Cousin Subs

Documents Strategies, Inc.
Hirschfield’s Decorating Centers
Pier 500

Resco Print Graphics, Inc.

Sign Results LLC

SCVCF OPERATING FUND

First National Bank of Hudson
Wipfli CPA’s
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
contributed in memory
or in honor of the
following individuals:

Julius Beer Jeffrey Just

Bud Branigan Glen Linder
Howard Fasbender ~ Tim Linehan, Sr.
Darryl Fellrath Tom Linehan, Jr.
Lillian Gough Mary Plourde
James Greeder Howard Robey
Nancy Hanson Jim Schon

Mary Huppert Mert Timmerman

Namond Jacobson  Jerry Turnquist

Hudson Community Built
Playground Project

On many a lazy summer afternoon you can find Cathy McDonald and her
two pre-schoolers, along with dozens of other children, at the Hudson
Community Built Playground. The kids might be on the swings and slides —
the usual playground activity. But you might also find them unearthing
dinosaur bones in the sandbox, scaling a climbing wall with a mural of the
St. Croix River and hot air balloons floating overhead, or playing an imagi-
nary game in the replica of Hudson’s famous Octagon House.

In the summer of 2005, the concept was just an idea in Cathy’s head.
She had visited similar playgrounds in LaCrosse, Wisconsin and Rochester,
Minnesota and was amazed at the design and workmanship that had gone
into crafting playing areas that delighted children with unique fun and at the
same time, represented the communities in which they were located.

Cathy took her idea to the Mom’s Group she belongs to in Hudson.
The response was immediate and positive. The Hudson Park Board was also
very supportive and offered to help identify a site in which to locate the
park. Cathy found several friends who were willing to help with project
details and fundraising and by August 2005, a steering committee was
formed.

Amidst the excitement and high energy, one possible obstacle loomed;
the time consuming effort that would be required to set up a not-for-profit
organization through which to channel the donations and disburse checks.
Fortunately, an acquaintance directed Cathy to the St. Croix Valley
Community Foundation. The Foundation agreed to serve as the fiscal agent,
and a fund was established.

To get started, the committee contracted with Leathers and Associates,
a NewYork-based company with more than 30 years of experience in com-
munity-built play structures. Committee members, together with Leathers
and Associates, organized a Design Day to solicit ideas for the playground.
Groups of 20—30 children created pictures, posters, and clay models of
things they would like to see in the new playground. Parents talked about
how to incorporate a Hudson theme and symbols of the river. Using the
children’s ideas and suggestions from parents, teachers and other communi-
ty members, the designer created a playground unique to the area.

Meanwhile fundraising had begun in earnest. The cost to design and
build the playground was estimated at $150,000. Cathy and her committee



of 20 met with companies and organization in the area to present the project
and request donations. Over 130 businesses and community organizations
responded with donations. Several local foundations provided grants. And indi-
viduals in the community sponsored pickets in the fence surrounding the play-
ground or brick pavers that were part of the court and path leading to the
parking lot. Kids collected pennies and brought them to school. Others
brought in aluminum cans for recycling dollars. In a very short time the com-
mittee, led by fundraising co-chair Heidi Young, raised an astounding
$120,000.

Construction of the playground took place over a six day period in June
2006. Once all the components had been delivered, dozens of enthusiastic volun-
teers gathered at the site to put the entire structure together.

David Griffith, president of the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation
expressed his admiration for what Cathy and her committee members were
able to accomplish in such a short time.“A group of young parents saw a need
for their children and did a remarkable job of fundraising and building broad-

based support that reached deep into the community,” he said.“It’s a fabulous |

example of two concepts we have been talking about a lot lately at the
Foundation; building social capital and preserving community character.”

Cathy is also amazed at how quickly the playground went from being an
idea to a reality. “A year to 18 months is typical,” she said. “But we did it in
six months. It’'s incredible, and | thank my committee members for that.”
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2005-2006 SCVCF BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Left to right front row: Gretchen Stein, Barbara Klemme (deceased 9/22/06),
Mark Vanasse, Heidi Smith Erspamer, Lynn Shafer, Nate Jackson, Erv Neff. Back row: Chris Gavin, Chuck Arneson, John
Coughlin, Dan Willius, Peter Kilde, Bill Campbell, Mike Johnson. Absent: Karen Hansen
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